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Spiritual Resources & Reflections

Dear friends,

The relaxation of Covid-19 restrictions makes it possible to once again worship on Sunday, when
Mass is sung at 10 am. The church is also open for private prayer and public worship on Thursday
from 11.30 am to 1 pm, and Mass is offered at 12.10 pm after the Angelus at 12 noon.

The decision to return to worship in community, even for private prayer, is not a straightforward
matter, so we will continue to produce these newsletters for now.

In these Thursday newsletters, we offer ideas and opportunities for nourishing our personal and
communal spiritual lives.

1. From From Fr Gwilym – Florence Li Tim-Oi

The parish of St Mary Magdalene is a strong supporter of the  ordination of women, so it is
appropriate that Brother Noel Jeffs, of the Francisicans, has donated to the parish an icon of
rhe Revd Dr Florence Li Tim-Oi. 

Li Tim-Oi was the first woman to be ordained priest in the
Anglican Communion,  and in recognition of  her  life  and
ministry a Foundation  was established in the UK  in 1994,
two years after her death. 

The  Foundation  exists  to  provide  funding  for  women in
developing countries to obtain theological education.

The Anglican Church of Canada and the Episcopal Church
of the United States proclaimed feast days in thanksgiving
to God for her witness.

The icon (pictured) is on view in the Lady Chapel for a trial
period. Please take the time to inspect it. In order to gain a
Faculty  (permission  to  install  it  permanently)  a  Special
Vestry Meeting is to be held on a date to be announced. 

Please consider the matter carefully and let Fr Gwilym, Peter Burdon,  AlisonMcAllister or a
member of Parish Council know your views.

The following is taken from the Wikipedia article on Li Tim Oi. 

She was born in Hong Kong on 5 May 1907, and in 1931 was present at the ordination of
Deaconess Lucy Vincent at St. John's Cathedral in Hong Kong when the preacher had asked for
women to give their lives to work for Christian ministry. Inspired by this, Li would eventually go
to Canton Union Theological College to receive her theological education before returning to
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Hong Kong in 1938. After working for two years in All Saints Church, in Kowloon, Li was sent by
Bishop Ronald Hall to help with refugees in Macau at the Macau Protestant Chapel. Six months
into her new post, she returned to Hong Kong to be ordained as a deaconess on 22 May 1941
by Bishop Hall.

The Japanese occupation of Hong Kong and of parts of China had made it impossible for
Anglican priests to get to neutral Macau, where there was no resident Anglican priest; Li was,
despite  not  being  ordained  a  priest  at  that  time,  given  permission  by  Hall  to  give  the
sacraments to Anglicans. 

In  January  1944,  Li  travelled  through  Japanese-occupied  territory  to  the  small  town  of
Hsinxing, as yet unoccupied by the Japanese, to meet with Hall; from there they proceeded to
Shaoqing where he regularised her administration of the sacraments by ordaining her as a
priest on 25 January 1944. The Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple, confided to others
his conflicting views but he felt compelled to take a public stand against it and it was to be 30
years before any Anglican church regularised the ordination of women.

Li Tim-Oi eventually settled in Canada, where she exercised her priestly ministry until she died
on 26 February 1992, aged 84.

The  Foundation’s  Website  is  at  https://www.ltof.org.uk/ and  the  Wikipedia  article  is  at
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Li_Tim-Oi 

Gwilym Henry-Edwards
Locum Priest

2. Daily Prayer

Most Christian denominations have forms for prayer in the morning and the evening, and at
other times of the day. Morning and Evening Prayer in the Anglican church’s A Prayer Book for
Australia, are available in either a fixed form (pages 3 – 33) or a different form for each day of
the week (pages 383 – 424).

Online Resources

There is a complete online version of Daily Prayer from A Prayer Book for Australia for each
day available at Australian Daily Prayer https://dailyprayer.ampers.x10.mx/. There is also a free
app for mobile devices from the App Store or Google Play.
The  Church  of  England  provides  an  online  version  of  its  orders  for  Daily  Prayer  at
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer. This is also
available  as  a  free  app.  The  Divine  Office  of  the  Catholic  Church  is  available  online  at
www.ibreviary.com and is also available as a free app (App Store or Google Play).

Times of Prayer

Many people find it  helpful  to make a particular time daily for prayer and reflection.  One
option might be to join your prayer with those of the wider world at some special times during
the day. While we cannot attend at the church at the present time, you may like to join the
wider community in praying the Angelus at 9 am, 12 noon and 6 pm.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Li_Tim-Oi
https://www.ltof.org.uk/
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/angelus-383
http://www.ibreviary.com/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://dailyprayer.ampers.x10.mx/
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3. Reflections and Meditations

Fr Gwilym and others within our community will  continue to prepare Reflections for Sundays
and  Holy  Days  for  posting  on  the  web  page.  Fr  Philip  Carter’s  meditations  and  spiritual
reflections are presented on our blog, https://stmarymagdalenesadelaide.org/.

To access these meditations, simply go to the blog and select the “Spirit matters” tab on the
top. If you would like to receive an email update when there is a new posting on the blog,
whether for a Sunday or weekday service, or for meditations and other supports for prayer,
please subscribe to the blog using the box on the right-hand side of the page.

Service booklets as PDF files are still available for Sunday and weekday services on the web site
and on the Parish’s Facebook page.

4. In the Church’s Calendar

In the coming week we celebrate a significant feast in the Church’s year, the Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary to her cousin Elizabeth. Both are pregnant in remarkable circumstances –
Mary a virgin, and Elizabeth, past the age of child-bearing.

This is a fairly late feast, going back only to the 13th or
14th century. It was established widely throughout the
Church  to  pray  for  unity.  The  present  date  of
celebration  was  set  in  1969,  in  order  to  follow  the
Annunciation of the Lord and precede the Nativity of
Saint John the Baptist.

Like most feasts of Mary, it is closely connected with
Jesus and his saving work. The more visible actors in
the visitation drama are Mary and Elizabeth. However,
Jesus and John the Baptist steal the scene in a hidden
way.  Jesus  makes  John  leap  with  joy—the  joy  of
messianic salvation. Elizabeth, in turn, is filled with the
Holy Spirit and addresses words of praise to Mary—
words that echo down through the ages.

It is helpful to recall that we do not have a journalist’s account of this meeting. Rather Luke,
speaking for the Church, gives a prayerful poet’s rendition of the scene. Elizabeth’s praise of
Mary as “the mother of my Lord” can be viewed as the earliest Church’s devotion to Mary. As
with all authentic devotion to Mary, Elizabeth’s (the Church’s) words first praise God for what
God has done to Mary. Only secondly does she praise Mary for trusting God’s words.

Then comes the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55). Here, Mary herself—like the Church—traces all her
greatness to God.

A Reflection

One of the invocations in the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary is “Ark of the Covenant.” Like
the Ark of the Covenant of old, Mary brings God’s presence into the lives of other people. As
David danced before the Ark, John the Baptist leaps for joy. As the Ark helped to unite the 12
tribes of Israel by being placed in David’s capital, so Mary has the power to unite all Christians
in her son. At times, devotion to Mary may have occasioned some divisiveness, but we can
hope that authentic devotion will lead all to Christ and therefore, to one another.

https://stmarymagdalenesadelaide.org/
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5. From a homily by the Venerable Bede

Mary proclaims the greatness of the Lord working in her

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my saviour.  With
these words Mary first acknowledges the special gifts she has been given. Then she recalls
God's universal favours, bestowed unceasingly on the human race.

When we devotes all our thoughts to the praise and service of the Lord,  we proclaim God's
greatness.  Our observance of God's commands, moreover, shows that  we have God's power
and greatness always at heart. Our spirit rejoices in God our saviour and delights in the mere
recollection of his creator who gives us hope for eternal salvation.

These words are often for all God's creations, but especially for the Mother of God. She alone
was chosen, and she burned with spiritual love for the son she so joyously conceived. Above all
other saints, she alone could truly rejoice in Jesus, her saviour, for she knew that he who was
the source of eternal salvation would be born in time in her body, in one person both her own
son and her Lord.

For the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. Mary attributes nothing
to her own merits. She refers all her greatness to the gift of the one whose essence is power
and whose nature is greatness, for he fills with greatness and strength the small and the weak
who believe in him.

She did well to add: and holy is his name, to warn those who heard, and indeed all who would
receive his words, that they must believe and call upon his name. For they too could share in
everlasting holiness and true salvation according to the words of the prophet:  and it will come
to pass, that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. This is the name she
spoke of earlier: and my spirit rejoices in God my saviour.

Therefore it is an excellent and fruitful custom of holy Church that we should sing Mary's hymn
at the time of evening prayer. By meditating upon the incarnation, our devotion is kindled, and
by remembering the example of God's Mother, we are encouraged to lead a life of virtue. Such
virtues are best achieved in the evening. We are weary after the day's work and worn out by
our distractions. The time for rest is near, and our minds are ready for contemplation.

6. For your prayers

We continue to pray throughout the week for the world and the church. These intentions may
be helpful in your private or family prayers.

For the world. The leaders of the world as they seek to respond to the challenge of the COVID-
19 pandemic. For medical researchers, that they  may be granted knowledge and wisdom as
they search for a vaccine and cure. For refugees and asylum seekers, that they may find places
of safety and welcome.

For the church. For all those who are challenged to be church in a different and unfamiliar way.
In  the Anglican Cycle  of  Prayer,  pray for  the Diocese of Northern California  (USA). In  our
national church, pray for  the Diocese of Willochra;  and within our own Diocese,  for  the Area
Deanery of Gawler.

For our local community. For the Collective  and its ministry in the local community. For the
Magdalene Centre, as it deals with the need to change the way it delivers services in order to
safeguard the health of customers, staff and volunteers.
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For those in need. For all those who are sick in body, mind or spirit. For all those affected by
the COVID-19 coronavirus and all who care for them. For those who are commended to our
prayers, especially Paull, Valerie, Sym, Dulcie, Jasmin, Henry, Fr Gary Priest, Fr Bart O’Donovan,
Beth, and Linda Braby.

For those who have died. For those who have worked and worshipped in this place before us;
all those who have died recently, including  Bishop David McCall, those who have died as a
result of COVID-19; and those whose anniversaries of death occur at about this time.   Rest
eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.

For the saints.  For the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Joseph, St Mary Magdalene, and holy  women
and men of every time and place.

This newsletter will normally be distributed weekly on Thursday. Any appropriate items should be
emailed to the Parish Office, omarymag@anglicaresa.com.au, by Tuesday evening at 5 pm.

stmarymagdalenes.weebly.com stmarymagdalenesadelaide.org

mailto:omarymag@anglicaresa.com.au

