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Keeping Community Thursday 23 June 2022
Spiritual Resources & Reflections

Dear friends,

The relaxation of Covid-19 restrictions makes it possible to offer the
church for private prayer and public worship. Sunday Mass is sung at
10 am; and on Thursday, the Angelus is said at noon followed by Mass
at 12.10 pm.

The  decision to return to worship in community, whether for private
prayer, or the public celebration of the Word and Sacraments, is not a
straightforward  matter.  These  newsletters  are  intended to  keep our
entire community informed on events in the life of the Parish, so we
will continue to produce these news bulletins for now.

1. From Fr Steven – For Freedom

Next Wednesday, 29 June, I will be commissioned by Bishop Denise as priest in charge of the
parish of St Mary Magdalene. I am very much looking forward to this. I am grateful to you for
your  support  and goodwill.  However,  this  is  more  than  a  commissioning,  because  it  also
represents the inauguration of a new era in our parish. On that note, it is timely to ask what
kind of church we feel called to be? 

In this vein, let me refer you a biblical text, which has influenced me greatly. Galatians 3:28 is a
remarkable text, that is, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there
is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ”. This verse perfectly captures the
essence of the Christian life.

The Church at Galatia was complicated. Some members were turning to a different gospel
(Gal 1.6). Some leaders had failed (Gal 2.6). So, Paul tried to establish his authority, not on the
basis  of  achievements,  but  on  his  conversion  experience  (Gal  1.13).  For  Paul,  the  central
message was that Christians were justified by faith (Gal  2.16).  They were “no longer slaves
under the law” (Gal 4:1-11). Sanctified by grace, the faithful were called to live a new life, not
based on law, but grace. 

Like the Church at Galatia, our era wrestles with legalism. Certainly, we need some sensible
rules to live by, but excessive or misplaced legalism is destructive. So, when it comes to human
diversity, for example, we cannot put people in watertight boxes. In fact, the idea of sorting out
human diversity into boxes is not only difficult, but also destructive. 

In this regard, scholars refer to the idea of binary oppositions. This is the misconception that
human diversity can be pressed neatly into one of two boxes, with one box taking precedence
over the other (e.g., male/female, white/black, straight/queer). In marked contrast, we are one
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in Christ  (Gal  3:28).  We are called to “live by the Spirit”  (Gal  5:16),  bearing one another’s
burdens (Gal 6:2). 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians captures the spirit of the ministry of Jesus. Under grace, social
divisions are transcended. The old distinctions are secondary, or redundant, compared to our
experience of unity and freedom in Christ. Gal 3:28 then is a significant text. It came from an
early baptismal liturgy. In other words, and this is critical, Paul intentionally chose this text in
order to illustrate the character of our freedom in Christ. 

Fr Steven

2. COVID-19 Update from Tuesday 24 May

The Declaration that enabled COVID-19 related directions to be made was revoked on Tuesday
24 May, but there are still  some restrictions on public activities associated with the State’s
response  to  the  COVID-19  pandemic.  COVID-Safe  Plans  are  no  longer  required,  though
everyone is encouraged to follow SA Health guidance about infection control and community
safety, especially if there is a risk of over-crowding.

It is worth remembering the advice of the Australian Medical Association that a face masks
continue to be  an effective way of minimising the spread of COVID-19 and other diseases,
especially in crowded or indoor settings, and anyone who wishes to continue to wear a face
mask is at liberty to do so. We will continue to make face masks available, along with the other
hygienic measures that have been in place for much of the past two years.

3. Daily Prayer

Most Christian denominations have forms for prayer in the morning and the evening, and at
other times of the day. Morning and Evening Prayer in the Anglican church’s A Prayer Book for
Australia, are available in either a fixed form (pages 3 – 33) or a different form for each day of
the week (pages 383 – 424).

Online Resources

There is a complete online version of Daily Prayer from A Prayer Book for Australia for each
day available at Australian Daily Prayer https://dailyprayer.ampers.x10.mx/. There is also a free
app for mobile devices from the App Store or Google Play.

The  Church  of  England  provides  an  online  version  of  its  orders  for  Daily  Prayer  at
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer. This is also
available  as  a  free  app.  The  Divine  Office  of  the  Catholic  Church  is  available  online  at
www.ibreviary.com and is also available as a free app (App Store or Google Play).

Times of Prayer

Many people find it  helpful  to make a particular time daily for prayer and reflection.  One
option might be to join your prayer with those of the wider world at some special times during
the day. While the church cannot be open every day, you may like to join the wider community
in praying the Angelus at 9 am, 12 noon and 6 pm.

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/angelus-383
http://www.ibreviary.com/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://dailyprayer.ampers.x10.mx/
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4. Reflections and Meditations

In addition to Fr Steven’s regular reflection in this newsletter, which is uploaded to the web
page  for  wider  accessibility,  Fr  Philip  Carter’s  meditations  and  spiritual  reflections  are
presented on our blog, https://stmarymagdalenesadelaide.org/.

To access these meditations, simply go to the blog and select the “Spirit matters” tab on the
top. If you would like to receive an email update when there is a new posting on the blog,
whether for a Sunday or weekday service, or for meditations and other supports for prayer,
please subscribe to the blog using the box on the right-hand side of the page.

Service booklets as PDF files are still available for Sunday and weekday services on the web site
and on the Parish’s Facebook page.

5. Fr Steven’s Appointment

As Fr Steven notes in his reflection, the Archbishop has invited him to be our next Parish Priest.

Fr Steven will be commissioned by Bishop Denise Ferguson during Mass on Wednesday
29 June, the Feast of St Peter and St Paul, at 7 pm. Please make your best effort to be
with us as we inaugurate this new season of ministry.

Please  remember  in  your  prayers  Fr  Steven  and Anne,  and our  parish  community,  as  we
prepare for this new season of ministry.

6. This Week in the Calendar

The last week of June each year sees the annual celebration of some of the greatest figures of
the early church: St John the Baptist, St Cyril, St Irenaeus, and St Peter and St Paul.

The Birth of St John the Baptist

Ordinarily, the day of a saint's death is usually celebrated as
his or her feast day, because it marks his or her dies natalis,
or  "birthday",  into  eternal  life.  To this  rule  there  are  two
notable exceptions: the birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and that of John the Baptist.

Christians have long interpreted the life of John the Baptist
as  a  preparation for  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  and the
circumstances  of  his  birth,  as  recorded  in  the  New
Testament, are miraculous. John's pivotal place in the gospel
is  seen in the emphasis  given in St  Luke’s  Gospel  to  the
announcement of his birth and the event itself, both set in
prominent  parallel  to  the same occurrences  in  the life  of
Jesus.

In the Eastern Christian Churches, St John the Baptist is usually called St John the Forerunner,
a title  sometimes also used in the West. This title indicates that the purpose of his ministry
was to prepare the way for the coming of Jesus Christ. 

https://stmarymagdalenesadelaide.org/
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St Cyril of Alexandria

Saints  are  not  born  with  halos  around  their  heads.  Cyril,
recognized  as  a  great  teacher  of  the  Church,  began  his
career as archbishop of Alexandria in Egypt, with impulsive,
often violent, actions. He pillaged and closed the churches
of  heretics,  participated  in  the  deposing  of  Saint  John
Chrysostom, and confiscated Jewish property, expelling the
Jews  from  Alexandria  in  retaliation  for  their  attacks  on
Christians.

He  was  one  of  the  great  writers  of  the  early  church,
authoring seventeen books including "On Adoration in Spirit
and in Truth", and commentaries on the Pentateuch, the first
five books of the Bible. Fragments of many other writings
survive, other works on the Old Testament,  commentaries
on the Gospels, and theological works including one of the
earliest treatises on the Holy Trinity.

The life of St Cyril  is a reminder that saints often grow out of immaturity, narrowness, and
selfishness. It is because they—and we—do grow, that we are truly saints, persons who live the
life of God.

St Irenaeus

The Church is fortunate that Irenaeus was involved in many of
its controversies in the second century. He was a student, well
trained  no  doubt,  with  great  patience  in  investigating,
tremendously  protective  of  apostolic  teaching,  but  prompted
more by a desire to win over his opponents than to prove them
in error.

As  bishop  of  Lyons  he  was  especially  concerned  with  the
Gnostics,  who  took  their  name  from  the  Greek  word  for
“knowledge.” Claiming access to secret knowledge imparted by
Jesus to only a few disciples, their teaching was attracting and
confusing many Christians. 

After thoroughly investigating the various Gnostic sects and their “secret,” Irenaeus showed to
what logical conclusions their tenets led. These he contrasted with the teaching of the apostles
and  the  text  of  Holy  Scripture,  giving  us,  in  five  books,  a  system  of  theology  of  great
importance to subsequent times. Moreover, his work, widely used and translated into Latin and
Armenian, gradually ended the influence of the Gnostics.

A deep and genuine concern for other people will remind us that the discovery of truth is not
to be a victory for some and a defeat for others. Unless all can claim a share in that victory,
truth itself will continue to be rejected by the losers, because it will be regarded as inseparable
from the yoke of  defeat.  And so,  confrontation,  controversy and the like  might yield  to a
genuine united search for God’s truth and how it can best be served.
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St Peter and St Paul

The New Testament clearly shows Peter as the leader of the
apostles, chosen by Jesus to have a special relationship with
him. With James and John he was privileged to witness the
Transfiguration, the raising of a dead child to life, and the
agony  in  Gethsemane.  His  mother-in-law  was  cured  by
Jesus. He was sent with John to prepare for the last Passover
before  Jesus’  death.  His  name  is  first  on  every  list  of
apostles.

Yet Peter also has his human weakness, even in the presence
of Jesus. 

Paul’s central conviction was simple and absolute: Only God
can  save  humanity.  No  human  effort—even  the  most
scrupulous observance of  law—can create  a human good
which we can bring to God as reparation for sin and payment
for grace. To be saved from itself, from sin, from the devil, and from death, humanity must
open itself completely to the saving power of Jesus. 

Peter is a striking example of the simple fact of holiness. Jesus says to us as he said, in effect,
to Peter: “It is not you who have chosen me, but I who have chosen you. It is not human
wisdom that makes it possible for you to believe, but my Father’s revelation. I, not you, build
my Church.”

Paul’s experience of the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus was the driving force that made
him one of the most zealous, dynamic, and courageous ambassadors of Christ the Church has
ever had. But persecution, humiliation, and weakness became his day-by-day carrying of the
cross, material for further transformation. The dying Christ was in him; the living Christ was his
life. 

7. St John the Baptist -from a Sermon by St Augustine of Hippo

The voice of one crying in the wilderness

The Church observes the birth of John as a hallowed event. We have no such commemoration
for any other fathers; but it is significant that we celebrate the birthdays of John and of Jesus.
This day cannot be passed by. And even if my explanation does not match the dignity of the
feast, you may still meditate on it with great depth and profit.

John was born of a woman too old for childbirth; Christ was born of a youthful virgin.   The
news of John's birth was met with incredulity, and his father was struck dumb.   Christ's birth
was believed, and he was conceived through faith.

Such is the topic, as I have presented it, for our inquiry and discussion.  But as I said before, if I
lack either the time or the ability to study the implications of so profound a mystery, the Spirit
who speaks within you even when I am not here will teach you better; it is the Spirit whom you
contemplate with devotion, whom you have welcomed into your hearts, whose temples you
have become.

John, then, appears as the boundary between the two testaments, the old and the new. That
he is a sort of boundary the Lord himself bears witness, when he speaks of "the law and the
prophets up until John the Baptist." Thus he represents times past and is the herald of the new
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era to come. As a representative of the past, he is born of aged parents; as a herald of the new
era, he is declared to be a prophet while still in his mother's womb. For when yet unborn, he
leapt in his mother's womb at the arrival of blessed Mary. In that womb he had already been
designated a prophet,  even before he was born; it was revealed that he was to be Christ's
precursor, before they ever saw one another. These are divine happenings, going beyond the
limits of our human frailty. Eventually he is born, he receives his name, his father's tongue is
loosened.  See how these events reflect reality.

Zechariah is silent and loses his voice until John, the precursor of the Lord, is born and restores
his voice. The silence of Zechariah is nothing but the age of prophecy lying hidden, obscured,
as it were, and concealed before the preaching of Christ. At John's arrival Zechariah's voice is
released, and it becomes clear at the coming of the one who was foretold.   The release of
Zechariah's  voice  at  the  birth  of  John  is  a  parallel  to  the  rending  of  the  veil  at  Christ's
crucifixion.   If John were announcing his own coming, Zechariah's lips would not have been
opened. The tongue is loosened because a voice is born.

When John was preaching the Lord's coming he was asked, "Who are you?" And he replied: "I
am the voice of one crying in the wilderness." The voice is John, but the Lord "in the beginning
was the Word." John was a voice that lasted only for a time; Christ, the Word in the beginning,
is eternal.

8. From a letter by St Cyril of Alexandria

Defender of the divine motherhood of the Virgin Mary

That anyone could doubt the right of the holy Virgin to be called the mother of God fills me
with astonishment. Surely she must be the Mother of God if our Lord Jesus Christ is God, and
she gave birth to him! Our Lord’s disciples may not have used those exact words, but they
delivered to us the belief those words enshrine, and this has also been taught us by the holy
fathers.

In the third book of his work on the holy and consubstantial Trinity, our father Athanasius, of
glorious memory, several times refers to the holy Virgin as “Mother of God.” I cannot resist
quoting his own words: “As I have often told you, the distinctive mark of holy Scripture is that
it was written to make a twofold declaration concerning our Savior; namely, that he is and has
always been God, since he is the Word, Radiance and Wisdom of the Father; and that for our
sake in these latter days he took flesh from the Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and became
human.”

Again further on he says: “There have been many holy people, free from all sin. Jeremiah was
sanctified in his mother’s womb, and John while still in the womb leaped for joy at the voice of
Mary,  the  Mother  of  God.” Athanasius  is  a  person  we  can  trust,  one  who  deserves  our
complete confidence, for he taught nothing contrary to the sacred books.

The divinely inspired Scriptures affirm that the Word of God was made flesh, that is to say, he
was  united  to  a  human  body  endowed  with  a  rational  soul.  He  undertook  to  help  the
descendants of Abraham, fashioning a body for himself from a woman and sharing our flesh
and blood, to enable us to see in him not only God, but also, by reason of this union, a human
being like ourselves.

It is held, therefore, that there are in Emmanuel two entities, divinity and humanity. Yet our
Lord Jesus Christ is nonetheless one, the one true Son, fully God and fully human; not a deified
person on the same footing as those who share the divine nature by grace, but true God who
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for our sake appeared in human form. We are assured of this by Saint Paul’s declaration: When
the fullness of time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem
those who were under the law and to enable us to be adopted as children.

9. St Peter and St Paul – From a Sermon by St Augustine of Hippo

The martyrs realized what they taught

This day has been made holy by the passion of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul. We are,
therefore, not talking about some obscure martyrs. For their voice has gone forth to all the
world and to the ends of the earth their message. These martyrs realized what they taught:
they pursued justice, they confessed the truth, they died for it.

Saint Peter, the first of the apostles and a fervent lover of Christ, merited to hear these words:  I
say  to  you  that  you  are  Peter, for  he  had  said: You  are  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living
God. Then Christ said: And I say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
Church. On this rock I will build the faith that you now confess, and on your words: You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God, I will build my Church. For you are Peter, and the name Peter
comes from petra, the word for "rock," and not vice versa. "Peter" comes, therefore, from petra,
just as "Christian" comes from Christ.

As you are aware, Jesus chose his disciples before his passion and called them apostles: and
among these almost everywhere Peter alone deserved to represent the entire Church. And
because of that role which he alone had, he merited to hear the words: To you I shall give the
keys of the kingdom of heaven. For it was not one person who received the keys, but the entire
Church considered as one. Now insofar as he represented the unity and universality of the
Church, Peter's preeminence is clear from the words: To you I give, for what was given was
given to all. For the fact that it was the Church that received the keys of the kingdom of God is
clear from what the Lord says elsewhere to all the apostles: Receive the Holy Spirit,  adding
immediately, whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven, and whose sins you retain, they are
retained.

Rightly then did the Lord after his resurrection entrust Peter with the feeding of his sheep. Yet
he was not the only disciple to merit the feeding of the Lord's sheep; but Christ in speaking
only to one suggests the unity of all;  and so he speaks to Peter, because Peter is the first
among the apostles. Therefore do not be disheartened, Peter; reply once, reply twice, reply a
third time. The triple confession of your love is to regain what was lost three times by your
fear. You must loose three times what you bound three times; untie by love that which your
fear bound. Once, and again, and a third time did the Lord entrust his sheep to Peter.

Both apostles share the same feast day, for these two were one; and even though they suffered
on different days, they were as one. Peter went first, and Paul followed. And so we celebrate
this day made holy for us by the apostles' blood. Let us embrace what they believed, their life,
their labours, their sufferings, their preaching and their confession of faith.

10. Intentions for Your Daily Prayers

We pray throughout the week for the world and the church. These intentions may be helpful in
your private or family prayers.

For the world. The leaders of the world as they seek to respond to the challenge of the COVID-
19  pandemic.  For  refugees  and  asylum  seekers,  that  they  may  find  places  of  safety  and
welcome.
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For the church. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for the Diocese of Balabar  (South India).
In  our  national  church,  pray for  our  own Diocese of  Tasmania;  and within  the Diocese of
Adelaide, for the community of St Cyprian’s, North Adelaide.

For our local community. For the Collective  and its ministry in the local community. For the
Magdalene Centre, as it deals with the need to change the way it delivers services in order to
safeguard the health of customers, staff and volunteers.

For those in need. For all  those who are sick in body, mind or spirit,  especially Paull,  Sim,
Dulcie,  Jasmin, Henry,  John Edwards (priest),  Peter Garland (priest),  Robert Whalley (priest),
John Parkes (bishop), Stephan Clark (priest), Mark, Neil, Olivia, Elaine and David,

For those who have died. Those who have worked and worshipped in this place before us;
those who have died as a result of COVID-19 and in other tragic circumstances;  those who
have  died  recently,  especially  Trevor  Wilson  and  Sydney  Kinsman,  and  those  whose
anniversaries of death occur at this time.  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light
perpetual shine upon them.

For the saints. For the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Joseph, St Mary Magdalene, St John the baptist,
St Cyril, St Irenaeus, St Peter, St Paul, and holy women and men of every time and place.

This newsletter will normally be distributed weekly on Thursday. Any appropriate items should be
emailed to the Parish Office, StMMAdelaide.Parish@outlook.com, by Tuesday evening at 5 pm.

stmarymagdalenes.weebly.com stmarymagdalenesadelaide.org
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