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Dear friends,

The relaxation of Covid-19 restrictions makes it possible to once again worship on Sunday, when
Mass is sung at 10 am. The church is also open for private prayer and public worship on Thursday
from 11.30 am to 1 pm, and Mass is offered at 12.10 pm after the Angelus at 12 noon.

The decision to return to worship in community, even for private prayer, is not a straightforward
matter, so we will continue to produce these newsletters for now.

In these Thursday newsletters, we offer ideas and opportunities for nourishing our personal and
communal spiritual lives.

1. From Fr Gwilym – The Anglican Church of Australia – Constitution, Fundamental 
Declarations and Ruling Principles

We  learnt  in  Tuesday’s  bulletin  that the  Anglican  Church  of
Australia adopted a Constitution which sets out the beliefs and
under-standings which hold  it together. The current version of
the Constitution dates from 1960, and since 1 January 1962 the
Australian church has been an independent province within the
worldwide Anglican Communion with its own Primate.

In  the  Constitution  there  are  three  Fundamental  Declarations
and three Ruling Principles.  Every Diocese in Australia accepts
this definition of the Anglican Church and every Bishop, Priest
and Deacon is required to accept it as a condition of holding a
Licence. So, here they are, straight out of the Constitution. I’ve
numbered them in the hope of making them easier to read.

Happy reading! Gwilym

FUNDAMENTAL DECLARATIONS

1. The Anglican Church of Australia, being a part of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church of
Christ, holds the Christian Faith as professed by the Church of Christ from primitive times and in
particular as set forth in the creeds known as the Nicene Creed and the Apostles' Creed.

2. This Church receives all the canonical scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as being the
ultimate  rule  and  standard  of  faith,  given  by  inspiration  of  God  and  containing  all  things
necessary for salvation.

3. This  Church  will  ever  obey  the  commands  of  Christ,  teach  His  doctrine,  administer  His
sacraments  of  Holy  Baptism  and  Holy  Communion,  follow  and  uphold  His  discipline  and
preserve the three orders of bishops, priests and deacons in the sacred ministry.



2

RULING PRINCIPLES

1. This Church, being derived from the Church of England, retains and approves the doctrine and
principles of the Church of England embodied in the Book of Common Prayer together with the
Form and Manner of Making Ordaining and Consecrating of Bishops, Priests and Deacons and in
the Articles of Religion sometimes called the Thirty-nine Articles; but has plenary authority at its
own discretion to make statements as to the faith ritual ceremonial or discipline of this Church
and to order its forms of worship and rules of discipline and to alter or revise such statements,
forms and rules; provided that all such statements, forms, rules or alteration or revision thereof
are consistent with the Fundamental Declarations contained herein and are made as prescribed
by this Constitution.

Provided, and it is hereby further declared, that the above-named Book of Common Prayer,
together with the Thirty-nine Articles, be regarded as the authorised standard of worship and
doctrine in this Church, and no alteration in or permitted variations from the services or Articles
therein contained  shall  contravene any  principle  of  doctrine  or  worship  laid  down in  such
standard.

Provided  further  that  until  other  order  be  taken  by  canon  made  in  accordance  with  this
Constitution,  a bishop of a diocese may,  at  his  discretion,  permit such deviations from the
existing order of service, not contravening any principle of doctrine or worship as aforesaid, as
shall be submitted to him by the incumbent and churchwardens of a parish.

2. Subject to the Fundamental Declarations and the provisions of this  chapter this  Church has
plenary authority and power to make canons,  ordinances and rules for the order and good
government of the Church, and to administer the affairs thereof. Such authority and power may
be exercised by  the  several  synods  and  tribunals  in  accordance with  the  provisions  of  this
Constitution.

3. This Church will remain and be in communion with the Church of England in England and with
churches in communion therewith so long as communion is consistent with the Fundamental
Declarations contained in this Constitution.

2. Daily Prayer

Most Christian denominations have forms for prayer in the morning and the evening, and at
other times of the day. Morning and Evening Prayer in the Anglican church’s A Prayer Book for
Australia, are available in either a fixed form (pages 3 – 33) or a different form for each day of
the week (pages 383 – 424).

Online Resources

There is a complete online version of Daily Prayer from A Prayer Book for Australia for each
day available at Australian Daily Prayer https://dailyprayer.ampers.x10.mx/. There is also a free
app for mobile devices from the App Store or Google Play.
The  Church  of  England  provides  an  online  version  of  its  orders  for  Daily  Prayer  at
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer. This is also
available  as  a  free  app.  The  Divine  Office  of  the  Catholic  Church  is  available  online  at
www.ibreviary.com and is also available as a free app (App Store or Google Play).

Times of Prayer

Many people find it  helpful  to make a particular  time daily for  prayer and reflection.  One
option might be to join your prayer with those of the wider world at some special times during

http://www.ibreviary.com/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://dailyprayer.ampers.x10.mx/
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the day. While we cannot attend at the church at the present time, you may like to join the
wider community in praying the Angelus at 9 am, 12 noon and 6 pm.

3. Reflections and Meditations

Fr Gwilym and others within our community will  continue to prepare Reflections for Sundays
and  Holy  Days  for  posting  on  the  web  page.  Fr  Philip  Carter’s  meditations  and  spiritual
reflections are presented on our blog, https://stmarymagdalenesadelaide.org/.

To access these meditations, simply go to the blog and select the “Spirit matters” tab on the
top. If you would like to receive an email update when there is a new posting on the blog,
whether for a Sunday or weekday service, or for meditations and other supports for prayer,
please subscribe to the blog using the box on the right-hand side of the page.

Service booklets as PDF files are still available for Sunday and weekday services on the web site
and on the Parish’s Facebook page.

4. In the Church’s Calendar

St  Alban was  the  first  known Christian  martyr  of  Britain.
Alban lived in the early third century in a Roman city close to
where St Alban’s Cathedral stands today. One day he gave
shelter to a stranger fleeing from persecution. This stranger
was a Christian priest: Alban was inspired by how important
faith was to the priest and asked to be taught more about
Christianity. 

The  Roman  authorities  soon  caught  up  with  the  priest.
However,  Alban’s new-found faith would not allow him to
let  the  authorities  arrest  the  priest.  Instead,  Alban
exchanged clothes with him and was arrested, allowing the
priest  to  escape.  Alban  refused  to  renounce  his  beliefs,
declaring, "I worship and adore the true and living God who
created all things," 

The magistrate ordered that he should receive the punishment intended for the escaped
priest. Alban was led out of the city and up the hillside where he was beheaded. His grave on
the hillside quickly became a place of pilgrimage. This story of an ordinary person, doing an
extraordinary thing has endured and continues to inspire to this day.

5. For your prayers

We continue to pray throughout the week for the world and the church. These intentions may
be helpful in your private or family prayers.

For the world. The leaders of the world as they seek to respond to the challenge of the COVID-
19  pandemic.  For  refugees  and  asylum  seekers,  that  they  may  find  places  of  safety  and
welcome.

For the church. For all those who are challenged to be church in a different and unfamiliar way.
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for the Diocese of  Chhattisgarh   (North India). In our
national church, pray for  the Diocese of North Queensland;  and within  our own Diocese,  for
the Parish of Fullarton.

https://stmarymagdalenesadelaide.org/
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/angelus-383
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For our local community. For the Collective  and its ministry in the local community. For the
Magdalene Centre, as it deals with the need to change the way it delivers services in order to
safeguard the health of customers, staff and volunteers.

For those in need. For all those who are sick in body, mind or spirit. For all those affected by
the COVID-19 coronavirus and all who care for them. For those who are commended to our
prayers, especially Paull, Valerie, Sym, Dulcie, Jasmin, Henry, Fr Gary Priest, Fr Bart O’Donovan,
Beth, Linda, and Fr Peter Garland.

For those who have died. For those who have worked and worshipped in this place before us;
all those who have died recently, including Graham Pater, those who have died as a result of
COVID-19; and those whose anniversaries of death occur at about this time.   Rest eternal
grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.

For the saints.  For the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Joseph, St Mary Magdalene,  St Barnabas, St
Alban, and holy women and men of every time and place.

This newsletter will normally be distributed weekly on Thursday. Any appropriate items should be
emailed to the Parish Office, omarymag@anglicaresa.com.au, by Tuesday evening at 5 pm.

stmarymagdalenes.weebly.com stmarymagdalenesadelaide.org

mailto:omarymag@anglicaresa.com.au

