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Tuesday in the 5th Week of Lent 31 March 2020

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon Ps 26.14

Wait for the Lord; be strong;
be stout-hearted, and wait for the Lord!

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Penitential Act

Let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

A brief pause for silence follows.

Have mercy on us, Lord.
    For we have sinned against you.

Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
    And grant us your salvation.

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect

Let us pray.

Grant us, we pray, O Lord,
perseverance in obeying your will,
that in our days the people dedicated to your service
may grow in both merit and number.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading Numbers 21.4-9

From Mount Hor the children of Israel set out on the Red Sea road,
   to bypass the land of Edom.
But with their patience worn out by the journey,
   the people complained against God and Moses,



“Why have you brought us up from Egypt to die in this desert,
   where there is no food or water?
We are disgusted with this wretched food!”

In punishment the LORD sent among the people saraph serpents,
   which bit the people so that many of them died.
Then the people came to Moses and said,
   “We have sinned in complaining against the LORD and you.
Pray the LORD to take the serpents away from us.”
So Moses prayed for the people, and the LORD said to Moses,
   “Make a saraph and mount it on a pole,
   and whoever looks at it after being bitten will live.”
Moses accordingly made a bronze serpent and mounted it on a pole,
   and whenever anyone who had been bitten by a serpent
   looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 

Responsorial Psalm from Psalm 102

℟. O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you.

O LORD, hear my prayer,
   and let my cry come to you.
Hide not your face from me
  in the day of my distress.
Incline your ear to me;
   in the day when I call, answer me speedily. ℟.

The nations shall revere your name, O LORD,
   and all the kings of the earth your glory,
When the LORD has rebuilt Zion
   and appeared in his glory;
When he has regarded the prayer of the destitute,
   and not despised their prayer. ℟.

Let this be written for the generation to come,
   and let his future creatures praise the LORD:
“The LORD looked down from his holy height,
   from heaven he beheld the earth,
To hear the groaning of the prisoners,
   to release those doomed to die.” ℟.

Gospel Acclamation

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
The seed is the word of God, Christ the sower;
whoever finds this seed will remain for ever.

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

Gospel John 8.21-30

Jesus said to the Pharisees:
“I am going away and you will look for me,
   but you will die in your sin.



Where I am going you cannot come.”
So the Jews said,
   “He is not going to kill himself, is he,
   because he said, ‘Where I am going you cannot come’?”
He said to them, “You belong to what is below,
   I belong to what is above.
You belong to this world,
   but I do not belong to this world.
That is why I told you that you will die in your sins.
For if you do not believe that I AM,
   you will die in your sins.”
So they said to him, “Who are you?”
Jesus said to them, “What I told you from the beginning.
I have much to say about you in condemnation.
But the one who sent me is true,
   and what I heard from him I tell the world.”
They did not realize that he was speaking to them of the Father.
So Jesus said to them,
   “When you lift up the Son of Man,
   then you will realize that I AM,
   and that I do nothing on my own,
   but I say only what the Father taught me.
The one who sent me is with me.
He has not left me alone,
   because I always do what is pleasing to him.”
Because he spoke this way, many came to believe in him.

Pause to reflect on the Word.

Prayers of the People

Pray for the world and the church.

Greeting of Peace

We are the body of Christ.
God’s Spirit is with us.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

When all is prepared, the Priest says,

Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God, the Father almighty.

May the Lord accept our sacrifice
for the praise and glory of God’s name,
for our good, and the good of all God’s holy Church.



Prayer over the Offerings

We offer you, O Lord, the sacrifice of conciliation,
that, being moved to compassion,
you may both pardon our offences
and direct our wavering hearts. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and Redeemer.
He is your living Word,
through whom you have created all things.

You sent him from heaven to take our flesh:
born of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
he was revealed as your Son.
He lived and died as one of us,
to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.

In fulfilment of your will 
e stretched out his hands in suffering,
to bring release to those who place their hope in you;
and so he won for you a holy people.

He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows,
and to give up his life on the cross,
that he might break the chains of evil and death,
and banish the darkness of sin and despair.

By his resurrection
he brings us into the light of your presence.

Now with all creation we raise our voices
to proclaim the glory of your name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Holy and gracious God,
accept our sacrifice of praise,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;
who on the night he was handed over
to suffering and death,
took bread and gave you thanks,
saying to his disciples, ‘Take, and eat:
this is my body which will be given for you.’

In the same way he took the cup,
saying, ‘This is my blood which will be shed for you.
When you do this, you do it in memory of me.’

In remembrance of his death and resurrection,
with this bread and this cup,
we give you thanks that you have counted us worthy
|to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send your Holy Spirit upon the celebration of your Church:
gather into one all who share in these holy mysteries,
filling them with your Spirit
and confirming them in the truth,
that together we may praise you and give you glory
through Jesus your servant.

All glory and honour are yours,
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit
in the holy Church,
now and for ever. Amen.

THE COMMUNION RITE

The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence to the Father
in the words our Saviour against us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.



For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The celebrant breaks the bread, saying –

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,

for we all share in the one bread.

While the bread is broken Agnus Dei is sung –

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion

Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Act of Spiritual Communion St Alphonsus Liguori

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above
all  things and I desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive You
sacramentally,  come spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if  You were already
there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Music for Meditation

When the night becomes dark, your love, O Lord, is our fire (Taizé Community)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJUIqheBLzI 

Communion Antiphon Jn 12.32

When I am lifted up from the earth,
I will draw all to myself, says the Lord .

Prayer after Communion

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, ever seeking what is divine,
we may always be worthy
to approach these heavenly gifts.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJUIqheBLzI


THE CONCLUDING RITES

Prayer over the People and Blessing

O God, who choose to show mercy not anger
to those who hope in you,
grant that your faithful may weep, as they should,
for the evil they have done,
and so merit the grace of your consolation.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Christ our Saviour draw you to himself,
that you may find in him crucified
a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope,
and the assurance of sin forgiven;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son,  and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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