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The� Naming & Circumcision of J�sus

When the bell rings, all stand and sing the hymn
Let us proceed in peace.

 In th� nam� of Christ. Am�n.

How sw��t th� nam� of J�sus sounds
In a b�li�v�r’s �ar!
It sooth�s his sorrows, h�als his 
And driv�s away his f�ar.      [wounds,

4 J�sus! my Sh�ph�rd, Broth�r, Fri�nd,
My Proph�t, Pri�st and King,
My Lord, my lif�, my way, my �nd,
Acc�pt th� prais� I bring.

2 It mak�s th� wound�d spirit whol�,
And calms th� troubl�d br�ast;
’Tis manna to th� hungry soul,
And to th� w�ary r�st.

5 W�ak is th� �ffoort of my h�art,
And cold my warm�st thought;
But wh�n I s�� th�� as thou art,
I’ll prais� th�� as I ought.

3 D�ar nam�! th� rock on which I build,
My shi�ld and hiding plac�,
My n�v�r-failing tr�asury filll�d
With boundl�ss stor�s of grac�.

6 Till th�n I would thy lov� proclaim
With �v�ry fle��ting br�ath,
And may th� music of thy nam�
R�fr�sh my soul in d�ath.

John Newton 1725-1807 alt

Entranc� Antiphon

Today a light will shine on us today, for the Lord is born for us:
And he will be called Wondrous God, Prince of peace, Father of future ages;
and his reign will be without end.

Invocation and Gr��ting

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Am�n.

Thee Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P�nit�ntial Act

Thee choir sings
Kyrie, eleison. Christe, eleison. Kyrie, eleison.



Thee priest, the deacon, or another minister, says
Christ the grace of God has dawned upon the world with healing for all.

Silence
Let us bring our weaknesses and infirrmities to him,
confessing our sins to the Lord in penitence and faith.

M�rciful God, our mak�r and our judg�,
w� hav� sinn�d against you in thought, word, and d��d,
and in what w� hav� fail�d to do:
w� hav� not lov�d you with our whol� h�art;
w� hav� not lov�d our n�ighbours as ours�lv�s;
w� r�p�nt, and ar� sorry for all our sins.
Fath�r, forgiv� us.
Str�ngth�n us to lov� and ob�y you in n�wn�ss of lif�;
through J�sus Christ our Lord. Am�n.

Almighty God,
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
 pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Am�n.

Hymn of Prais�



Coll�ct of th� Day

Let us pray.

All pray in silence for a while, then the presider says or sings the Collect
Eternal Father,
we give thanks for your incarnate Son,
whose name is our salvation.
Plant in every heart, we pray,
the love of him who is the Saviour of the world,
our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit,
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Old T�stam�nt R�ading Numb�rs 6.22–27

A reading from the book of Numbers.

Thee LORD spoke to Moses, saying ‘Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, “Theus you shall
bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, Thee LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD
make  his  face  to  shine  upon  you  and  be  gracious  to  you;  the  LORD lift  up  his
countenance upon you, and give you peace.” So they shall put my name on the Israelites,
and I will bless them.’

For the word of the Lord.
Theanks b� to God.

R�sponsorial Psalm Psalm 8

℟. Your nam�, O Lord, is �xalt�d in all th� world!

1 O LORD our governor,
how exalted is your name in all the world!

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children
your majesty is praised above the heavens.

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries,
to quell the enemy and the avenger.  ℟.

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your firngers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

5 What are mortals, that you should be mindful of them?
mere human beings, that you should seek them out?

6 You have made them littlle lower than the angels;
you adorn them with glory and honour.  ℟.



7 You give them mastery over the works of your hands;
and put all things under their feet,

8 All sheep and oxen,
even the wild beasts of the fireld,

9 Thee birds of the air, the firsh of the sea,
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

10 O LORD our governor,
how exalted is your name in all the world!  ℟.

N�w T�stam�nt R�ading Galatians 4.4-7

A reading from the lettler of Paul to the Galatians.

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law,  in  order  to  redeem those  who  were  under  the  law,  so  that  we  might  receive
adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a
child then also an heir, through God.

For the word of the Lord.
Theanks b� to God.

Gosp�l Acclamation H�br�ws 1.1-2

Alleluia, alleluia.
At various times in the past and in various diffeerent ways,
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
but in our own time, the last days,
he has spoken to us through his Son.
Alleluia.

Gosp�l R�ading Luk� 2.15–21

Thee Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Thee Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
 Glory to you, Lord J�sus Christ.

When the angels had left  them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But
Mary  treasured  all  these  words  and  pondered  them  in  her  heart.  Thee  shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them. Aft er eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called
Jesus, the name given by the angel.

For the Gospel of the Lord,
Prais� to you, Lord J�sus Christ.

Homily



Pray�rs of th� P�opl�

Pray for the world and for the church.
Gr��ting of P�ac�

We are the body of Christ.
God’s Spirit is with us.

Thee peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

All remain standing to sing the Offeertory hymn

On this day of c�l�bration,
at this tim� wh�n hop�s ar� n�w,
God, w� gath�r as your p�opl�,
call�d to put our trust in you.
You hav� mad� th� world w� liv� in;
you hav� work�d through history.
In your plan w� filnd our purpos�,
in your lov�, our unity.

Long ago, you s�nt our Saviour
to this world in d��p d�spair.
In your Word mad� fle�sh you cam�, our
lif� to know, our sins to b�ar.
Christ has di�d and Christ is ris�n!
At this n�w y�ar w� proclaim:
Y�st�rday, today, for�v�r —
J�sus Christ is still th� sam�!

3 On this day, w� paus� and wond�r
what th� futur� y�ars will bring,
Y�t w� know you cloth� �ach fleow�r
and you mak� �ach sparrow sing.
How much mor� will you prot�ct us
with your guiding, caring hand!
By your Spirit, l�ad us boldly
in th� futur� you hav� plann�d.

Carol Winfrey Gillettle b.19611

When the altar is prepared, the presider says
Pray, brothers and sisters,
that my sacrifirce and yours
may be acceptable to God, the Father almighty.

May th� Lord acc�pt our sacrifilc�
for th� prais� and glory of his nam�,
for our good, and th� good of all his Church.



Pray�r ov�r th� Offo�rings

Gracious God,
the name of Jesus brings salvation to the world.
In all we offeer you this day,
may we honour him,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Am�n.

The� Eucharistic Pray�r

Thee Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift  up your hearts.
W� lift  th�m to th� Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to giv� our thanks and prais�.

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God.

You created light out of darkness,
and brought forth life on the earth.
You formed us in your image,
and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away from you,
and our love failed,
your love remained ever steadfast.

You made a covenant to be our God,
and spoke to us through your prophets.
In the fullness of time
you gave your only Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Saviour,
and at his birth the angels sang glory to you in the highest
and peace to your people on earth.

Theerefore with the angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing



Merciful God, you are blessed indeed,
and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ.

As Mary and Joseph went from Galilee to Bethlehem
and there found no room,
so Jesus went from Galilee to Jerusalem
and was despised and rejected.

As in the poverty of a stable Jesus was born,
so, by the baptism of suffeering, death and resurrection
you gave birth to your church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death
and made with us a new covenant
by water and the Spirit.

As your Word became fleesh,
born of woman on that night so long ago so,
on the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread;
and when he had given you thanks,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take, eat. Theis is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me’.

Aft er supper, he took the cup,
and again giving you thanks,
he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Theis is my blood of the new covenant
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as oft en as you drink it, in remembrance of me’.

And so, in remembrance of Jesus’ birth,
his offeering of himself made once for all upon the cross,
his mighty resurrection and exaltation,
and the promise of the life to come,
we offeer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifirce.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and our celebration:
may these gift s of bread and wine be for us
the body and blood of Christ.

Make us one with Christ and with each other,
and one in service to all the world,
until the day of firnal glory comes
and we feast at his heavenly banquet
with all your saints for ever.

Therough Jesus Christ our Lord,
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory is yours, eternal God, now and for ever. Am�n.



The� Lord’s Pray�r

As our Saviour Christ has taught us we are confirdent to pray:

Our Fath�r in h�av�n,
hallow�d b� your nam�,
your kingdom com�,
your will b� don�, on �arth as in h�av�n.
Giv� us today our daily br�ad.
Forgiv� us our sins,
as w� forgiv� thos� who sin against us.
Sav� us from th� tim� of trial
and d�liv�r us from �vil.

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

For th� kingdom, th� pow�r, and th� glory ar� yours,
now and for �v�r. Am�n.

Thee priest breaks the bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,

for w� all shar� in th� on� br�ad.

Thee priest breaks the bread, while the anthem Agnus Dei is sung

Thee priest invites the people to receive Holy Communion
Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.

Lord, I am not worthy to r�c�iv� you,
but only say th� word, and I shall b� h�al�d.

All receive Holy Communion. 

Communion will be administered in one kind only.

Communicants are asked to approach the priest in single fille, maintaining physical distance, returning to
their places via the side aisles.



Theose who are not to receive the Blessed Sacrament are invited to unite themselves with Jesus by making
a Spiritual Communion.

Act of Spiritual Communion St Alphonsus Liguori

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all
things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there, and unite myself
wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Communion Antiphon H�br�ws 13.8

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever.

Pray�r aft �r Communion

Let us pray.

Father,
you have fed us heavenly food
in the sacrament of the body and blood of Christ.
Grant that we, sharing in this mystery,
may turn always to that name which is above all others,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Am�n.

Postcommunion Hymn

O for a thousand tongu�s to sing
   My d�ar R�d��m�r’s prais�,
The� glori�s of my God and King,
   The� triumphs of his grac�!

3 H� sp�aks, and, list�ning to his voic�,
   N�w lif� th� d�ad r�c�iv�,
The� mournful brok�n h�arts r�joic�,
   The� humbl� poor b�li�v�.

2 J�sus – th� nam� that charms our f�ars,
   Theat bids our sorrows c�as�;
’Tis music in th� sinn�r’s �ars,
   ’Tis lif�, and h�alth, and p�ac�.

4 H�ar him, y� d�af; his prais�, y� dumb,
   Your loos�n�d tongu�s �mploy;
Y� blind, b�hold your Saviour com�,
   And l�ap, y� lam�, for joy!

5 My gracious Mast�r and my God,
   Assist m� to proclaim,
And spr�ad through all th� �arth abroad
   The� honours of thy nam�.

Charles Wesley 1707-88



Sol�mn Bl�ssing for th� B�ginning of th� Y�ar

Thee Lord be with you.
And also with you.

May God, the source and origin of all blessing,
grant you grace,
pour out his blessing in abundance,
and keep you safe from harm throughout the year. Am�n.

May he give you integrity in the faith,
endurance in hope,
and perseverance in charity
with holy patience to the end. Am�n.

May he order your days and your deeds in his peace,
grant your prayers in this and in every place,
and lead you happily to eternal life. Am�n.

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Am�n.

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In th� nam� of Christ. Am�n.


